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Farmworkers discard lettuce in a field in Yuma, near Arizona’s border with Mexico. NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC 


Studies: NAFTA repeal 
would hit Ariz. hard 


Border states are among 
most at risk if U.S. exits 
trade pact, 2 reports say 


Russ Wiles 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


America’s possible withdrawal from 
the North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment would modestly reduce overall 
U.S. economic output but would be felt 
more intensely among certain states, 
including Arizona. 

That’s the gist of two studies re- 
leased in November, one from BMO 
Capital Markets and the other from the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Both rank 
Arizona as _ ninth-most vulnerable 
among the states to NAFTA trade dis- 
ruptions. 

One study emphasized that up to $5 
billion of Arizona’s exports could be at 


risk, while the other suggested up to 
236,000 jobs here are vulnerable. 

Among the four states that share a 
border with Mexico, Arizona is second- 
most vulnerable after Texas, both stud- 
ies concluded. 

President Donald Trump made NAF- 
TA review a key campaign pledge. Nego- 
tiators from the U.S., Canada and Mex- 
ico last month began another round of 
meetings in Mexico City with reform on 
the agenda. 

States on the border, those with big 
auto industries and those with tightly 
integrated supply chains would face the 
greatest impact ifthe U.S. withdrew, ac- 
cording to the BMO report. 

Arizona is one of six states that send 
more exports to Mexico than any other 
nation, while 32 states, mostly in the 
Midwest, Northeast and South, count 
Canada as their top export market, ac- 
cording to the report. 

Some $5 billion worth of Arizona ex- 
ports — equal to 1.6 percent of state 


gross domestic product — are vulner- 
able to NAFTA trade disruptions. 
That’s the ninth-highest exposure 
among the states, measured as a per- 
centage of GDP. Michigan tops the list 
with 4.7 percent of exports considered 
vulnerable, followed by Texas (3.3 per- 
cent) and Kentucky (3.1 percent). 

Texas has substantial trade ties 
with Mexico, while Kentucky has be- 
come an important automotive manu- 
facturing state. 

“Arizona’s relatively high exposure 
comes on the back of computer prod- 
ucts and electronics, a burgeoning in- 
dustry in the state,’ wrote Douglas 
Porter, chief economist at BMO. 

All told, Arizona sent $10.4 billion 
worth of goods and services to Canada 
and Mexico combined in 2016, equal to 
47 percent of total state exports, ac- 
cording to BMO. States overall sent a 
median $3.8 billion worth of goods and 


See NAFTA, Page 12A 


The long history of hazy claims to 


Maria Polletta 
Arizona Republic 
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After the president mockingly called 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren “Pocahontas” at 
a Navajo Code Talkers event Monday, 
layers of outrage swept Native Ameri- 
can communities. 

Navajos and others in Arizona de- 
nounced the remark as an unmistakable 


JIM NABORS: 1930-2017 PAGE 15A 


Jim Nabors, who played the homespun “Gomer Pyle” 
on TV, died Thursday at age 87. Nabors was also 
known for his barotone singing voice and is shown 
here singing at the Indianapolis 500 in 2009. AP 


slur, saying it minimized the tragedies 
that marked the real Pocahontas’ life 
while distracting from the veteran Code 
Talkers’ contributions. 

They also skewered the tone-deaf 
backdrop for the comment: a portrait of 
former President Andrew Jackson, who 
earned the nickname “Indian killer” on 
reservations for his deadly policies. 

But the debacle also revived Warren’s 
controversial Native ancestry claims, 
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White House reportedly 
set to remove Tillerson 


After months of clashes on policy and personality, 
President Donald Trump is considering ousting 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and replacing him 
with CIA Director Mike Pompeo. 1B, usatoday.com 


Native lineage 


“something we deemed a problem a 
long time ago,” according to Native is- 
sues advocate Amanda Blackhorse. 

Warren — a Massachusetts Demo- 
crat who claimed Cherokee and Dela- 
ware tribal heritage based on family 
lore — isn’t the first person to make 
questionable claims of Native ances- 
try. 


See ANCESTRY, Page 14A 


Mexican man acquitted 


U.S. immigration officials say they will deport a 
Mexican man acquitted of murder Thursday in 
the shooting of woman on a San Francisco pier. 4A 
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Police: 


Hamilton 
brass hid 
assaults 


High school mishandled 
abuse claims, officials say 


Ricardo Cano, Richard Obert 
and Perry Vandell 


Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Hamilton High School administra- 
tors knew of multiple allegations of 
sexual assault involving the Chandler 
school’s football players and repeated- 
ly failed to notify authorities, accord- 
ing to information found in hundreds 
of pages of police documents released 
Thursday. 

The documents allege administra- 
tors withheld possible evidence from 
police and misled authorities after a 
tipster’s email in February sparked an 
investigation. 

The allegations have rocked the 
powerhouse football team’s communi- 
ty. Three teenagers already face 
charges in the case. Chandler police 
have recommended to the Maricopa 
County Attorney’s Office that criminal 
charges be brought against former 
Principal Ken James, former Hamilton 
football head coach Steve Belles and 
former school Athletic Director Shawn 
Rustad. 

Chandler police said that many of 
the assaults could have been prevent- 


See HAMILTON, Page 12A 


McCain says he 
plans to back 
Senate GOP’s 
tax-reform plan 


Ronald J. Hansen 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Sen. John McCain said Thursday 
morning that he planned to vote for the 
Republican tax-cut bill in the Senate, 
bringing the unpopular measure closer 
to passage. 

McCain, who helped thwart his par- 
ty’s efforts to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, popularly known as “Obama- 
care,” in July ended days of anxious 
speculation about whether he might 
play a similar spoiler role as his party 
tries to enact sweeping tax cuts. His 
move puts more attention on the re- 
maining holdouts, including Sen. Jeff 


See MCCAIN, Page 8A 
Laurie Roberts: Sen. John McCain has 


experienced another “complete the 
danged fence” moment. 3A 
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